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Bayou Teche...
(Continued from page 25)

the parishes ofSt. Landry, 51. Martin, Iberia and 51. Mary.
Bayou Teche was the main artery of transportation in the

late 1700s and early 1800s when the Acadian exiles settled
much of this area, then known as the Attakapas Region.
They put down roots on the banks of the bayou and formed
small communities they named Cecilia, Breaux Bridge,
Loreauville and Jeanerette. Earlier inhabitants were the
Chitimacha and Attakapas Native American tribes.

"Teche," in fact, is a Chitimacha tenn meaning
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"snake," which is where the bayou got its name. (See
article, The Legend of Bayou Teche, on page 47.) The
legends of the bayou are numerous, and the history runs
deep, going back for many generations. This has given
rise to a new museum, opened in New Iberia in the
summer of 201 O. It's called Bayou Teche Museum, and
it's a treasure trove of the history of one of the most
storied geographical features of the South. (See feature,
beginning on page 36.)

- Trent Angers


