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Representative Preservation Plan for the Domingues Tomb:

Document: Before work begins, photograph each elevation and the roof of the tomb with high
quality high resolution digital photographs or archival quality standard photographs. Take detail
shots of any significant historical or architectural details as well as any areas of significant damage
or loss. When work is completed, replicate the previous shots with the same photographs of the
tomb at its present state.

Stucco/Mortar Repairs: Remove any loose and flaking paint with a paint scraper. Do not use the
metal scraper on any stone or tablet. Scrub the entire tomb down with water and a soft bristle scrub
brush to remove accumulated dirt. Remove any loose or detached stucco. If an area of detached
stucco retains any key information, such as the name carved above the vault opening, reattach
the stucco through grout injection. If stucco removal has exposed underlying bricks, remove any
dirt, loose mortar, invasive vegetation and the like from the mortar joints. If necessary, repoint
with a soft lime based mortar mix of one part lime to three parts masonry sand. Patch the areas of
missing stucco with a mix of one part lime to two parts masonry sand. Give the new patches the
same appearance as the historic stucco. Fill any cracks with the same 1 lime: 2 sand stucco mix.
Allow the stucco to cure. Paint the exposed stucco with a limepaint in a color to be chosen by the
tomb owner.

Stone/Tablet Repairs: Clean accumulated dirt and staining with a soft bristle scrub brush
and water applied at low pressure. If staining persists after several attempts to clean, contact
an architectural conservator for further advice. If the stone appears to be flaking, spalling, or
sugaring, a consolidant may have to be applied by an architectural conservator. Ensure the tablet
or stone is well adhered to the tomb to prevent falling or theft.

Metalwork Repairs: For extant ironwork, remove any scaling or rust with metal finish pads and
wire brushes. Clean with acetone. Paint the ironwork with an oil based paint designed for metal.
Apply at least one coat of primer and two coats of paint in the color chosen by the tomb owner.
Ensure any metalwork is in no danger of falling or theft.
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Supplies

The majority of the basic tools needed for cemetery preservation are available at hardware and
building supply stores. Even the drug store can supply items like scrub brushes or sponges. A
basic supply list includes:

= Hoses

=  Spray nozzles

= Scrub brushes (soft, natural brstle or white nylon for stone and stucco; metal for
cleaning metal)

= Toothbrushes / Denture brushes (for detail work such as lettering on a tablet)

= Scrapers

= Paint brushes

= Metal sanding pads

Chaux Vive recommends purchasing lime and limewash from Virginia Lime Works:

Virginia Lime Works

P O. Box 516

Monroe, VA 24574
434.929.8113
www.virginialimeworks.com

Virginia Lime Works is an excellent source for lime, sand, and limewash. They can create custom
mixes of stucco and mortar, called “Mix & Go”, for cemetery restoration work. By supplying pre-
mixed bags of materials, the chances are greater the right materials will be used for the work. They
can also create custom colored limewashes and limepaints.



